
A SELECTED RESOURCE GUIDE FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

BOOKS

Andrews, Kenneth T. Freedom is a Constant Struggle: The Mississippi Civil Rights Movement and Its Legacy. 
University of Chicago Press, 2018. 

Asch, Chris Meyers. The Senator and the Sharecropper: The Freedom Struggles of James O. Eastland and Fannie 
Lou Hamer. New York: New Press, 2008.

Barrett, Earnest N. Fannie Lou Hamer: The Life of a Civil Rights Icon. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co., 2011.

Booker, Simeon, and Carol McCabe Booker. Shocking the Conscience: A Reporter’s Account of the Civil Rights 
Movement. University Press of Mississippi, 2013. http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt24hwv2.

Burner, Eric. And Gently He Shall Lead Them: Robert Parris Moses and Civil Rights in Mississippi. New York: New 
York University Press, 1994.

Cagin, Seth and Philip Dray. We Are Not Afraid: The Story of Goodman, Schwerner and Chaney and the Civil Rights 
Campaign for Mississippi. New York: Nation Books, 2006.

Cohodas, Nadine. The Band Played Dixie: Race and Liberal Conscience at Ole Miss. New York: Free Press, 1997.

Crespino, Joseph. In Search of Another Country: Mississippi and the Conservative Counterrevolution. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2007.

Dittmer, John. Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1994.

Donnelly, Mark. “A Working Class Veteran’s Perspective.” In A Time to Stir: Columbia ’68, edited by Paul Cronin, 
32–35. Columbia University Press, 2018. 

Eagles, Charles. Civil Rights, Culture Wars: The Fight over a Mississippi. UNC Press Books, 2017. 

Eagles, Charles. The Price of Defiance: James Meredith and the Integration of Ole Miss. Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2009.

Friedman, Joel William. Champion of Civil Rights: Judge John Minor Wisdom. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2009.

Gallagher, Henry T. James Meredith and the Ole Miss Riot: A Soldier’s Story. Jackson: University of Mississippi 
Press, 2012.

James Meredith, Civil Rights in Mississippi, 
and the Integration of Higher Education 
in the United States

http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt24hwv2


“’If the March Cannot Be Here, Then Where?’ Memphis and the Meredith March” (pp. 254-278) in Goudsouzian, 
Aram, and Charles W. McKinney, eds. An Unseen Light: Black Struggles for Freedom in Memphis, Tennessee. 
University Press of Kentucky, 2018. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt2111h1m.

Gilliam, Dorothy. Trailblazer: A Pioneering Journalist’s Fight to Make the Media Look More Like America. Center 
Point Books/Hachette, 2019. 

Goudsouzian, Aram. Down to the Crossroads: Civil Rights, Black Power, and the Meredith March Against 
Fear. (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2014). Excerpts here: https://www.popmatters.com/179296-down-to-the-
crossroads-civil-rights-black-power-and-the-meredith-mar-2495685667.html 

Goudsouzian, Aram. Man on a Mission: James Meredith and the Battle of Ole Miss. University of Arkansas 
Press, 2022. 

Hale, John. The Freedom Schools: Student Activists in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement. Columbia University 
Press, 2016. 

Hallock, Steve. A History of the Civil Rights Movement Through Newspaper Coverage, Volume 1. Peter Lang Inc., 
International Academic Publishers, 2018.  

Hamlin, Francoise N. Crossroads at Clarksdale: The Black Freedom Struggle in the Mississippi Delta After World 
War II. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2012.

Harris, Adam. The State Must Provide: Why America’s Colleges Have Always Been Unequal--and How to Set Them 
Right. Ecco, 2021. 

Hogan, Wesley C. Many Minds, One Heart: SNCC’s Dream for a New America. Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2007.

Holt, Len. The Summer That Didn’t End: The Story of the Mississippi Civil Rights Project of 1964. New York: Da 
Capo Press, 1992. 

Katagiri, Yasuhiro. The Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission: Civil Rights and States’ Rights. Jackson: 
University of Mississippi Press, 2004.

Luckett, Robert E. (2021) “Historical Memory and the Meredith Monument at Ole Miss” (pp. 225-242) In Luckett, 
Robert E., ed. Redefining Liberal Arts Education in the Twenty-First Century. University Press of Mississippi, 2021. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1s5nx1f.

Marshall, James P. Student Activism and Civil Rights in Mississippi: Protest Politics and the Struggle for Racial 
Justice, 1960-1965. Louisiana State University Press, 2013.

Marshall, James P. The Mississippi Civil Rights Movement and the Kennedy Administration: A History in 
Documents, 1960-1964. LSU Press, 2018. 

Martindale, Carolyn. The White Press and Black America. Praeger, 1968.  

McAtee, William G. With a foreword by William F. Winter. Transformed: A White Mississippi Pastor’s Journey into 
Civil Rights and Beyond. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2011.

Meek, Edwin E. Riot: Witness to Anger and Change. Yoknapatawpha Press, 2015. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt2111h1m
https://www.popmatters.com/179296-down-to-the-crossroads-civil-rights-black-power-and-the-meredith-mar-2495685667.html
https://www.popmatters.com/179296-down-to-the-crossroads-civil-rights-black-power-and-the-meredith-mar-2495685667.html
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv1s5nx1f


Meredith, Coleman McGee. James Meredith: Warrior and the America That Created Him. ABC-CLIO, 2013. https://
www.abc-clio.com/products/a3560c/

Meredith, James, Three Years in Mississippi. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1966. 

Meredith, James and William Doyle. A Mission From God: A Memoir and Challenge for America. New York: Atria 
Books, 2012.

Newman, Mark. Divine Agitators: The Delta Ministry and Civil Rights in Mississippi. Athens: University of Georgia 
Press, 2004.

Ownby, Ted, ed. The Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi. University Press of Mississippi, 2013. 

Roberts, Gene and Hank Klibanoff. The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and the Awakening of a 
Nation. Knopf, 2006.

Romano, Renee C. and Leigh Raiford, eds. The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory. Athens: University of 
Georgia Press, 2006.

Silver, James. Mississippi: The Closed Society. New York: Harcourt, Brace, & World, 1966.

Sojourner, Sue [Lorenzi], and Cheryl Reitan. Thunder of Freedom: Black Leadership and the Transformation of 
1960s Mississippi. University Press of Kentucky, 2013. 

Swain, Martha H., Elizabeth Anne Payne, Marjorie Julian Spruill, eds. Mississippi Women: Their Histories, Their 
Lives. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2003.

Thompson, Julius E. Lynchings in Mississippi: A History, 1865-1965. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland & Company, 
2007.

Walker, Anders. The Ghost of Jim Crow: How Southern Moderates Used Brown v. Board of Education to Stall Civil 
Rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Watson, Bruce. Freedom Summer: The Savage Season that Made Mississippi Burn and Made America A 
Democracy. New York: Penguin Group, 2011.

Weill ,Susan. In a Madhouse’s Din: Civil Rights Coverage by Mississippi’s Daily Press, 1948-1968. Praeger, 2002. 

Whitt, Jan. Burning Crosses and Activist Journalism: Hazel Bannon Smith and the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Movement. Lanham: University Press of America, 2010.

Wickham, Kathleen W. We Believed We Were Immortal: Twelve Reporters Who Covered the 1962 Integration Crisis 
at Ole Miss. Yoknapatawpha Press, 2017. 

Williams, Michael Vinson. Medgar Evers: Mississippi Martyr. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2011.

Wilkie, Curtis. Assassins, Eccentrics, Politicians, and Other Persons of Interest: Fifty Pieces from the Road. 
University Press of Mississippi, 2014. http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt9qhm84.

https://www.abc-clio.com/products/a3560c/
https://www.abc-clio.com/products/a3560c/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt9qhm84


Wilkie, Curtis. Dixie: A Personal Odyssey Through Events That Shaped the Modern South. Lisa Drew Books/
Scribner, 2001. 

Wilkie, Curtis. When Evil Lived in Laurel. Norton, W. W. & Company, Inc., 2021.
   

ARTICLES 

Chin, Denny and Kathy Hirata Chin (2017), “Constance Baker Motley, James Meredith, and the University of 
Mississippi”. Columbia Law Review, 117, no. 7. 1741-1777. 

Combs, Barbara, Kirsten Dellinger, Jeffrey Jackson, Kirk Johnson, Willa Johnson, Jodi Skipper, 
John Sonnett, and James Thomas. (2016). “The Symbolic Lynching of James Meredith: A Visual Analysis 
and Collective Counter Narrative to Racial Domination.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity. 2. 338-353. 
10.1177/2332649215626937.https://www.researchgate.net/publication/291690903_The_Symbolic_
Lynching_of_James_Meredith_A_Visual_Analysis_and_Collective_Counter_Narrative_to_Racial_
Domination 

Thornton, Davi J. (2013) “The Rhetoric of Civil Rights Photographs: James Meredith’s March Against 
Fear.” Rhetoric and Public Affairs 16,3. 457-488. https://www.academia.edu/34797201/THE_RHETORIC_
OF_CIVIL_RIGHTS_PHOTOGRAPHS_JAMES_MEREDITHS_MARCH_AGAINST_FEAR 

Watkins, James H. (2016) “’Returning to Mississippi by Choice: Autobiographical Self-Location and the 
Performance of Black Masculinity in James Meredith’s Three Years in Mississippi”. The Mississippi Quarterly, 69, 
no. 2. 253-276. 

Williamson-Lott, Joy Ann (2013) “The Battle over Power, Control, and Academic Freedom at Southern 
Institutions of Higher Education, 1955-1965. Southern Historical Association 79, no. 4. 879-920. 

Strauss, Valerie (2014) “Civil rights hero launches “American Child’s Education Bill of Rights”. The Washington 
Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/29/civil-rights-hero-launches-
american-childs-education-bill-of-rights/

Strauss, Valerie (2017) “James Meredith: This is what Martin Luther King Jr. would tell school ‘reformers’”. The 
Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/04/28/james-meredith-this-
is-what-martin-luther-king-jr-would-tell-school-reformers/

Russell, Lacey (2012) “Remembering the fallen”. The Daily Mississippian. http://thedmarchives.com/
remembering-the-fallen/ - Discusses the two men who died during the riots. 

FILM/T.V.
 
The Southern Documentary Project James Meredith documentary: http://southdocs.org/project/rebels/

“Walk Against Fear: James Meredith” 2020 documentary for PBS https://www.paramountplus.com/movies/
video/OFWDlac166KrgLRz1SosfjGDRi4BA9FV/ 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/291690903_The_Symbolic_Lynching_of_James_Meredith_A_Visual_Analysis_and_Collective_Counter_Narrative_to_Racial_Domination
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/291690903_The_Symbolic_Lynching_of_James_Meredith_A_Visual_Analysis_and_Collective_Counter_Narrative_to_Racial_Domination
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/291690903_The_Symbolic_Lynching_of_James_Meredith_A_Visual_Analysis_and_Collective_Counter_Narrative_to_Racial_Domination
https://www.academia.edu/34797201/THE_RHETORIC_OF_CIVIL_RIGHTS_PHOTOGRAPHS_JAMES_MEREDITHS_MARCH_AGAINST_FEAR
https://www.academia.edu/34797201/THE_RHETORIC_OF_CIVIL_RIGHTS_PHOTOGRAPHS_JAMES_MEREDITHS_MARCH_AGAINST_FEAR
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/29/civil-rights-hero-launches-american-childs-education-bill-of-rights/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2014/01/29/civil-rights-hero-launches-american-childs-education-bill-of-rights/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/04/28/james-meredith-this-is-what-martin-luther-king-jr-would-tell-school-reformers/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2017/04/28/james-meredith-this-is-what-martin-luther-king-jr-would-tell-school-reformers/
http://thedmarchives.com/remembering-the-fallen/
http://thedmarchives.com/remembering-the-fallen/
http://southdocs.org/project/rebels/
https://www.paramountplus.com/movies/video/OFWDlac166KrgLRz1SosfjGDRi4BA9FV/
https://www.paramountplus.com/movies/video/OFWDlac166KrgLRz1SosfjGDRi4BA9FV/


“Who is James Meredith?” A short documentary made by his wife, Judy Alsobrooks Meredith https://filmfreeway.
com/WhoIsJamesMeredith

“You Asked for the Truth: Bobby Kennedy at the University of Mississippi” by Mary Blessey

WEBSITES 

https://www.jamesmeredithonline.com/books - James Meredith’s website. 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/opendoors/34/ - oral history with James Meredith, recorded 2002 but digitized 2018. 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/integration/ - newspaper clippings, photographs, scrapbooks, and other 
correspondence from 1962 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/meredith/ - digitized correspondence, Meredith specific 

http://mdah.state.ms.us/pubs/riot.pdf - MDAH documents on 1962 

http://crdl.usg.edu/people/m/meredith_james_1933/?Welcome – list of archival documents 

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=%22james%20meredith%22 - list of archival documents 

https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_60-23612mrj list of archival documents 

https://www.usmarshals.gov/who-we-are/about-us/history/historical-reading-room/us-marshals-and-
integration-of-university-of-mississippi - The US Marshalls and the Integration of the University of Mississippi

 
  

https://filmfreeway.com/WhoIsJamesMeredith
https://filmfreeway.com/WhoIsJamesMeredith
https://www.jamesmeredithonline.com/books
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/opendoors/34/
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/integration/
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/meredith/
http://mdah.state.ms.us/pubs/riot.pdf
http://crdl.usg.edu/people/m/meredith_james_1933/?Welcome
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=%22james%20meredith%22
https://americanarchive.org/catalog/cpb-aacip_60-23612mrj
https://www.usmarshals.gov/who-we-are/about-us/history/historical-reading-room/us-marshals-and-integration-of-university-of-mississippi
https://www.usmarshals.gov/who-we-are/about-us/history/historical-reading-room/us-marshals-and-integration-of-university-of-mississippi

